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It has been the principal method of DF/DHF control used by most
countries in the South-East Asia Region for 25 years. Unfortunately, it has
not been effective, as illustrated by the dramatic increase in DHF
incidence in these countries during the same period.

Recent studies have demonstrated that the method has little effect
on the mosquito population, and thus on dengue transmission.
Moreover, when space spraying is conducted in a community, it creates a
false sense of security among residents, which has a detrimental effect
on community-based source reduction programmes. From a political
viewpoint, however, it is a desirable approach because it is highly visible
and conveys the message that the government is taking action. This,
however, is a poor justification for using space sprays.
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